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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 MEXICO 10212 221557Z 
ACTION ARA-14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SS-15 SP-02 L-03 H-01 CIAE-00 

DODE-OO INR-10 NSAE-00 PA-01 ICA-11 EB-08 DOE-15 
SOE-02 INT-05 TRSE-00 COME-OO OES-07 OMB-Ol STR-07 
AID-05 CEA-01 /109 W 

021043 221641Z/72 

R 212224Z JUN 78 
FM AMEMBASSY MEXICO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 0973 

CONFIDENTIAL MEXICO 10212 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS:ENRG, MX 

SUBJ: USE OF EXISTING NORTHERN MEXICAN PIPELINE SYSTEM 
FOR GAS EXPORTS TO THE US 

REF: MEXICO 10132 

EMBASSY HAS CHECKED LOPEZ PORTILLO S CONTENTION THAT MEXICO 
COULD USE EXISTING NORTHERN PIPELINE SYSTEM TO EXPORT THE 
EXPECTED LARGE VOLUMES OF SURPLUS GAS TO US (PARA 4 OF 
REFTEL). TOTAL THROUGHPUT OF EXISTING LINES, DISREGARDING 
THE CURRENTLY DESIGNED DIRECTION OF FLOW AND ALTERNATIVE 
USES FOR GAS IN THE AFFECTED SERVICE AREAS, IS ABOUT 500 
MILLION CUBIC FEET PER DAY. EMBASSY NOTES THAT THE 
LARGEST SUSTAINED LEVEL OF GAS EXPORTS THROUGH THESE LINES 
WAS 135 MILLION CUBIC FEET PER DAY DURING 1969. THOMPSON 
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